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Art Unit: 3622 

DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 

species: 

A system for extracting customers based upon the following conditions: 

I. A single condition is required. 

II. Two conditions are required. 

III. Three conditions are required. 

IV. Four conditions are required. 

. The species are independent or distinct because each species requires that 
a different number of conditions are used in order to extract prospective customers. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species 
for prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic 
claim is finally held to be allowable. Currently, Claim 2 is generic to species I, II, and 
IV. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an 
. identification of the species that {selected consonant with this requirement, and a 
listing of all claims readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An 
argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered 
nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to 
consideration of claims to additional species which depend from or otherwise require 
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all the limitations of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If 
claims are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon 
the elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

2. Should the applicant elect group I, these claims contain the following 

patentably distinct species: 

la. Extracting prospective customers based upon the condition that at 

least one of; sales, profits, rates of increase thereof, or ranking thereof 
in product purchases. (Claim 20) 
lb. Extracting prospective customers based upon the condition that at 
least one of; amount, unit price and frequency of purchase, rates of 
increase thereof and ranking thereof; or latest date of purchase. (Claim 
22) 

Ic. Extracting prospective customers based upon the condition that at 

least one of; contents, frequency, count, ranking thereof, or latest date 

of occurrence of product troubles. (Claim 23) 
id. Extracting prospective customers based upon the condition that a 

seller's requirement that is defined by an operation expression. (Claim 

24) 

le. An operator of the system specifying a specific customer. (Claim 26) 
If. A history of notices on a purchase proposal for the product. (Claim 27) 
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The species are independent or distinct because each rely on a specific and 
distinct method of conditional extraction. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species 
for prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic 
claim is finally held to be allowable. Currently, independent Claims 1 , 2 and 41 are 
generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an 
identification of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a 
listing of all claims readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An 
argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered 
nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to 
consideration of claims to additional species which depend from or otherwise require 
all the limitations of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If 
claims are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon 
the elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

3. Should the applicant elect group II, these claims contain the following 

patentably distinct species: 

Ha. Extracting prospective customers based upon the use of both of the 
following conditions: At least one of; sales, profits, rates of increase 
thereof, or ranking thereof in product purchases and at least one of; 
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amount, unit price and frequency of purchase, rates of increase thereof 
and ranking thereof; or latest date of purchase. (Claim 30) 

Mb. Extracting prospective customers based upon the use of both of the 
following conditions: At least one of; sales, profits, rates of increase 
thereof, or ranking thereof in product purchases and at least one of; 
contents, frequency, count, ranking thereof, or latest date of 
occurrence of product troubles. (Claim 31) 

He. Extracting prospective customers based upon the use of both of the 
following conditions: At least one of; sales, profits, rates of increase 
thereof, or ranking thereof in product purchases and a seller's 
requirement that is defined by an operation expression. (Claim 32) 

lid. Extracting prospective customers based upon the use of both of the 
following conditions: at least one of; amount, unit price and frequency 
of purchase, rates of increase thereof and ranking thereof; or latest 
date of purchase and at least one of; contents, frequency, count, 
ranking thereof, or latest date of occurrence of product troubles. (Claim 
33) 

Me. Extracting prospective customers based upon the use of both of the 
following conditions: at least one of; amount, unit price and frequency 
of purchase, rates of increase thereof and ranking thereof; or latest 
date of purchase and a seller's requirement that is defined by an 
operation expression. (Claim 34) 
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I If. Extracting prospective customers based upon tiie use of both of the 
following conditions: at least one of; contents, frequency, count, 
ranking thereof, or latest date of occurrence of product troubles and a 
seller's requirement that is defined by an operation expression. (Claim 
35) 

The species are independent or distinct because each relies on the use of 
two specific and distinct methods of conditional extraction in order to extract a 
potential customer. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species 
for prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic 
claim is finally held to be allowable. Currently, independent Claims 29 is generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an 
identification of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a 
listing of all claims readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An 
argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered 
nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to 
consideration of claims to additional species which depend from or othenA/ise require 
all the limitations of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If 
claims are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon 
the elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 
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4. Should the applicant elect group III, these claims contain the following 

patentably distinct species: 

Ilia. Extracting prospective customers based upon the use of the three 
following conditions: At least one of; sales, profits, rates of increase 
thereof, or ranking thereof in product purchases and at least one of; 
amount, unit price and frequency of purchase, rates of increase thereof 
and ranking thereof; or latest date of purchase and at least one of; 
contents, frequency, count, ranking thereof, or latest date of 
occurrence of product troubles. (Claim 36) 

lllb. Extracting prospective customers based upon the use of the three 
following conditions: At least one of; sales, profits, rates of increase 
thereof, or ranking thereof in product purchases and at least one of; 
amount, unit price and frequency of purchase, rates of increase thereof 
and ranking thereof; or latest date of purchase, and a seller's 
requirement that is defined by an operation expression. (Claim 37) 

I lie. Extracting prospective customers based upon the use of the three 
following conditions: At least one of; sales, profits, rates of increase 
thereof, or ranking thereof in product purchases and at least one of; 
contents, frequency, count, ranking thereof, or latest date of 
occurrence of product troubles and a seller's requirement that is 
defined by an operation expression. (Claim 38) 
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llld. Extracting prospective customers based upon the use of the three 
following conditions: At least one of; amount, unit price and frequency 
of purchase, rates of increase thereof and ranking thereof; or latest 
date of purchase and at least one of; contents, frequency, count, 
ranking thereof, or latest date of occurrence of product troubles and a 
seller's requirement that is defined by an operation expression. (Claim 
39) 

The species are independent or distinct because each relies on the use of 
three specific and distinct methods of conditional extraction in order to extract a 
potential customer. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species 
for prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic 
claim is finally held to be allowable. Currently, independent Claims 29 is generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an 
identification of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a 
listing of all claims readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An 
argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered 
nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to 
consideration of claims to additional species which depend from or othenn/ise require 
all the limitations of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . If 
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claims are added after tlie election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon 
the elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 



5. In summary, the above restriction by species requires the applicant to elect 

only one of the following groups for examination: 



la. 


Claims 1-21, 28 and 41 


lb. 


Claims 1-19, and 22 


Ic. 


Claims 1-19, and 23 


Id. 


Claims 1-19, and 24-25 


le. 


Claims 1-19, and 26 


If. 


Claims 1-19, and 27 


Ila. 


Claims 29 and 30 


lib. 


Claims 29 and 31 


lie. 


Claims 29 and 32 


lid. 


Claims 29 and 33 


lie. 


Claims 29 and 34 


llf. 


Claims 29 and 35 


Ilia. 


Claims 29 and 36 


Illb. 


Claims 29 and 37 


Illc. 


Claims 29 and 38 


Mid. 


Claims 29 and 39 


IV. 


Claims 29 and 40 
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6. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if 
one or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one 
claim remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be 
accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 
CFR 1.17(1). 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to John Van Bramer whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-8198. The examiner can normally be reached on 6am - 4pm Monday 
through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated infomiation system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 





ERIC W. STAMBEP . 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOtOGY CENTER 3600 



